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To the People of Tennessee. |
FeLvow-Cirizens:

The term for which I was elected to re-

resent you in the Senate of the United

tates beinﬁ' about to close, 1 feel it to be
u

these enormous pretensions. We were voled
down. Not satisfied with excluding us
from California, they proceeded to shut ws
out of Utah and New Mexico; by a territo-
rial organization, which if it did not expressly
csclunﬁa slavery, by placing the matter under
the control of a majotity of Congress, actu-
ally threw us at the mercies ol our enemies.
It was in-vain we demonded your rights ;
Congress would n-t protect them. You were
asking only an equal share in the territories
acquired,—aud instead of listening to you,

no less my duty than my privilege, briefly
to submit for your delibera'e consideration
the course 1 have deemed it my duty to
pursue in the discharge of those high and
responsible duties. The strong, and 1 may |
add violent opposition which was made to
my election,and the circumstances attending

or giving you an inch, they proceeded to
deprive the South of 53,000 square miles
cut off from the State of Texas, to make
more free soil territory, and then compel
you to pay $10,000,000 for the sacrifice.
(Loud applause. )

To aﬁow you the basis on which Mr.

it, afforded the strongest guarantee that any | Sove founded his conclusions, I now give
error of judgment committed by me in the | you au extract, in which he quotes from Mr.

discharge of my official duties would be
most prowmptly and effectually exposed to the |
public gaze. It is scarcely to be expected
that 1 should, in the many important and re-
sponsible votes which I have been required
to give, all of which are now on record, sub-
ject to your impartial and rigid excmination,
he exempt from error in every instance
They are before the public for their serutiny
and decision. j
I entered the Senate at the first session of
Congress held during Mr. Polk’s adminis-
tration, in which session it will be remem-
bered the jolicy of the Government was
changed from the 1Whig o the Democratic
creed.  The recommendation of the Presi- |
dent, in his annual message, to change the |
tariff from specific to advalorem duties, and
to abandon its protective f atures, thereby |
leaving it as the framers of the Constitution

intended it to Le—exclusively a re\'enue1
|

measure, met my entire and hearty concur-
rence, and received my hearty su Eporl, and
1 have the gratification to believe that I con-
tributed my full share in the passage of the |
tariff act of 1846.

Pending this session, the war comn enced
between the Republic of Mexico and the
United States; and I presunie it is scarcely |
necessary for me to say thut 1 gave my
zealous support, not only to the act recog-
nizing the existence of the war, but also to
every measure necessary toils vigorous and
successful prosecution.  This was closed by
a treaty of peace, which also seceived my
support, and which was generally approved
by vou, that is unnecessary for me to dwell
longer on those events.

1 therefor - proceed to the consideration ot
the several measures passed at the first ses-
sion of this Congress. As these measures
were most fully and ably discussed by Sena-
tor Soule, of Louisiana, I shall give such
extracts froni his speech as may be ncces-
sary to a full understanding of the questions
involved. Mr. Soule said:

‘It was then first discovered by us of the
South, that it was actually necessary for us
to ask for a participation in the acquisitions
of the Mexican war, and for the constitu-
tional provision in regard to recluiming fugi-
tive slaves. We had to petidon for our
rights,—to sue for the protection of interests
cuaranteed by the Constitution ! How have
these matters been settled ? It is said that
the plan of their adjustment is so wise and
complete, that to hesitate before submission
is treason. This Compromise, as itis styled,
‘hranches out into five distinct measures. |
They are—Lirst, the admission of (‘alifor-
nia; Second, the formation of Territorial
Governments for Utah and New Mexico ;
Third, the Fugitive slave bill; Fourth, th
abolition of the slave trade in the District o!
Columbia ; and Iifth, the determination of
the boundary of Texas.

Let us glance at these severa) mecasures :

We were just emerging [rom a success-
ful war,—a war, the great Jemerit of which
consisted in the fact that it was conducted
with singular ability and energy by a Dem-
oeratic admivistration,—a war opposed by
the funatics of the North as most nefarious
and unjust.
that war had terminate) in adding vastly 1o |

| Cray and Mr. WebpsTER,

Me, Cravsaid:

¢ July 224, 1850,  Senators from the
Northern States might g2 home to their con-
stituents, after this measure shall have passed,
and say: ¢ 1We have got California, she is
sure ; there is a prohibition of slauery in
her constitution that will last perhaps for-
ever; whereas, the Wilmot Proviso would
have had limited and evunescent duration,
existing while the territorial form of gov-
ernment remained, but ending whenever the
State should come to form for herself a con-
stitution.” This our Noithern senators
might say with great propriety to their con-
stituents.  * We have secured California for
you, she is dedicated now and forever to that
free-soilism which you so much prize.” Well,
but why, then, they gnight reply, have you
not put in o restriction on the territorial bill,
so as to secure that, at least, until they be-
come to be ripe enough to furm State gov-
ernments for themselves ?—Wou'd it nat he
u satisfactory reply to them to say, that in
your opinion, and in the opinion of a large
portion of the Sevate—the law of nature
and nature’s God excluded slavery from
these territories, and according to your own
opinion also, the 1.ex voct of the land also
excluded slivery. ¢ * *

“ Thetelore you forbore to vole against
the linal measure, because it secured so much
of what the North wanted ! Could you not
say that you were in danger of losing what
you also wanted in respect to the residue of
the country? - » » »

“ The Noith gains the admission of Ca-
lifornia as a free S ate, and the high prob-
ability of New Mexico and Utah remaining
or becoming free territory ; avoids any intro-
duction of slavery by the authority of Con-
gress; sees New Mexico detached from
Texas, with a high degree of probability—
from the nature of the climate and the cha-
racter of the soil, und lvoin other circum-
stances, that New Mexico will rltimately
becume a tree State, and secures the aholi-
tion of the tlave trade in the District of Co-
lumbia. Are not these objects of sufficient
magnitude to satisfy any moderale, rational,
Nurthern wiskes ? . . "

¢ What rights are sacrificed? What con-
cession of power and authority is made by’

»

the North in this measure? *
“ To what power is the sacrifice made
here? » * » * »

1 ask Lim what right is sacrificed by the
North in this measure? Let him tell me if
the North does not get almost every thing,
and the South xormiNG but her honor? |

“Yes, the honor of paying with her|

noney sl blood for territory from which
she is excluded! And what says Daniel
Webster?  Hear him also:

“July 18, 1850. What does she gain
by itz What does she lose by itz Why,
it this bill passes, Massachusetts, and the
North gain what is quite an object to them,
the annexation of California as a free State,
with her present constitution—a very in-
tensely desirable object, as [ believe to the
whole North.

She gains that.  She gains also, sir, the

And yet, fellow citizens, when | quieting the New Mexican question, and |

the Texan houndary, which, in my judg-

the territory and wealth of the Union, these | ment, as | haVe said, is tha most important
fanatics claime:l the lion’s share of the spoils; | of all these matters, because most immedi-
and what is worse, they succeeded to main-|ately menacing evil consequences, if such
taining that claim! Without regarding the | consequences be arrested by this or some

great sacrifices and noble exertions of the
South on the many battle-fields which ren-
dered that war so glarious, let us contem-

plate the share of pecuniary sacrifices which |
we are called on to make in that behall.— |

similar. measure.  She gnins the quiet of
New Mexico—she gains the settlement of
the Texan boundary—ohjects highly desir-
| able.

Now, the question, therefore,—and [ ad-

further, and jeo izinq the very existence
of aur glorious Union ?*

Mr. SOULE then said?

¢ This is the language af a bold nian, who

speaks out his sentiments in a manly
open manner. ¢ All is ours,” he says ; “all
of that land for which so much Southern
blood was shed—so much Southez money
spent.” And now, he osks, do hot heap
coals of fire on the head of the South; do
not wrong her further ; do not impose further
on her patience and submission ; put a limit
upon your ambition and aggressions. Oh,
feliow-citizens, when has the oppressor been
satisfied, as long as the oppressed was kneel-
ing before him and asking mercy 7 But we
were told that, although these were grievous
wrongs, we must acquiesce in them, kecause
they would bring peace to the nation, and
that, when such men as Cass, Dickinson and
Webster, had declared in their favor, the
people would h:arken, and be convinced.
“ With this promise, the South was to be
hushed into silence. 1 read in a speech, de-
livered a short time ago at Baton Rouge,
this pledge, given in regard to the irresist-
ible influence of these great names. What
are the facts >  How is it in Massachusetts 7
Webster has lost every point, has been de-
feated in every direction. His remorseless
enemy has been returned to Congress in his
own district, against all his influence. And
the * great defender of the Constitution,’
with slavery, the Fugitive slave bill, the
Conipromise, and everything else, has been
thrown overboard! How is it with Dickin-
son in New York? The legislature is over-
whelmingly against him, aud the great pa-
tional Union party there means Fish instead
of Dickinson. Cass has fared no better.
All his influence, backed hy the popular Com-
promise, could not re-elect the very worthy
and intelligent gentlemen who represented
the Detroit district in Congress last year.
So much for the weight of these great
names !

“ But we are told that we must not doubt
that the Fugitive slave bill will be faitifully
executed. What are the facts on this point ?
There have been four attempts to execute
this law. 1'wo Georgians went to Massa-
chusetts to claim their property, under the
Constitution—under the Compromise. What
was their fute 7 They were three Limes ar-
rested, put under bonds for $30,000, and
finully compelled to leave the State without
their slaves. This is certainly a peculiar
mode of executing the Compromise, and
manifesting devotion to the Coustitution. At
Detroit, too, an effort was made by a slave-
owner to avail himself of this law.  He was
pursued by mobs, threatened, put in great
peril, and finally compelied to take $300 for
his slave 3 he would have taken much less, |
presume, to get out of the surﬂm he was in

There was also a case in Pennsylvania,
An owner showed his title to a slave, run-
ning thiough three generations. It was de-
cided ti:at the title was uct estabhished. In
another case, in New York, three persons
came forward and swore the man who
claimed the slave had bren guilty of perjury.
And these, f:llow-citizens, are the evi-
dences of the goud feeling with whichi we
are assured the North will carry out that
bill which constitutes our chief compensa-
tior fur the concessions of the Compromise.
Let me read again trom the New York Ex-
press, a conservative journal:

‘ Disconlent, however, is now bitter,
never so bitter as now, between the two op-
posing elements of which we speak. The
South is soured by losing all political power
in our vast Mexican acquisitions, and by
seeing the administration of the Govern-
ment virtually pass from its hands. The
North, even amidst its greatest victory ever
yet won over sluvery, in the exclusion of
slavery from California, and ils virtual
limitation to the places where it now is, yet
refuses to carry oul its solemn compact to
surrender fugitive slaves; for it is but a
cheat for us to say we are opposed to the de-
tails of the Fugitive slave law, as we ure
opposed to the priNCipLE iltself. The stipu-
lation in the federal compuct is odious, in-
executable as yel, and we are nullifiers in
spirit and in fact, Freemen will not be
“ glave-catchers,” we are daily told in re-
sponsible organs of the public press. Suave-
catcuine is unpopular; and to be popular
we turn nullifiers, not only of the laws, but
of the Constitulion itself."
ro-
Eills

And thus you find the whole North
claiming that the passage of these

The cost of the war was seventy millions of | dress myself to the gentlemen of the North | bas killed slavery forever, and yet we, who

dollars.  We bound ourselves in the treaty

—is this:  Is the probability of the exclu-

proclaimed that such was the purpose aud

to pay Mexico fifteen millivns, and five mil-| sion of slavery from New Mexico by natural | object of these nieasures, and therelore op-
ey e ) . . iy % . | . o 3 ‘al 1
lions to our ewn citizens—making in all, | causes, so high and strong, and conclusive, | posed them, are branded as traitors !

which the people of the Union have to pav | as that we should act upon it as we act upon |

But oh ! the vio ence of some of the de-

in the next ten years, on account of the|the same degres of probability applied to | nouncers of those who stand by the rights of

Mexican war, ninety mllions.
according to the ratio of taxation by the ta-
riff adopted by the Geueral Government,

Out of this, | other questions in civil, moral, and social

[lifss ® ® & & » & »
1o

It it be not so, il' anythine further is ne-

i the South=- where will it end, when it seeks
‘to trample such men as Quitman and Davis
in the dust #  These men who have illus-

the South willhaveto pay two-thirds, or sixty | cessary to be added to that, here we have [tiated your national character by glorious

millions. To a mercantile community the
statement of these facts and figures ought
not to be without their just weieht,

But, fellow citizens, their demands stop
not here. The exhaustion of our pockets,

of our means, does not satisly the amlition |

of our oppressors ; i it ended here, we might
congratulate ourselves. If we were only
called on to pay two-thirds,—the whale
amount, or dauﬂle, three, four, or a hundred-
fold of the expenses of this war, I should
counsel submission, rather than endanger
the integrity of this Union, the harmony of
our I)cop!e, or the peace of the country. |
would say, submit, submit, if such abnega-
tion does not involve also the surrender of
your might: as freemen, of your honor as
men, and of your equality in this confedera-
cy of sovereigns. Will I counsel you to sub-
mit to that last indignity 2 No! never !
(Loud rheers. )

Under this so-called compromise, Cili-| Mr. Books, o re resentative in Congress

forma, wah boundaries extended over o

hundred and fitty -three thousand square miles|

of territory, not ane-terth of which hal eve
been seen by he inh hita e, was admitted

inta the Unin, with the Wil 1ot Proviso em- nat a slave is now held, or ean he held, (only wurd.

bolied in her constitution. On what grounls
were these erroneocus pretensions based :
To answer this question, let us consu)® the
friends, not the opponents of the Compromise
It was with the North, Cililo-nia gided
it was to the demands of that section her
people hearkened, and it was by thoir -
mission and power that she was brous 141,
the Uunion, because of the clause in her Co.y.
stitution embodying the Wilmot Prov.s,
True, the South had freely poured out the
blood of her snns—liad contiibuted from her
scant means, to defray the expenses of the
war—had made every sacrifice which high-
toned patriotism or honor could suggest, to
aid in the a quisition of this territory, yet
was she excluded from all its broad extent
and debarred «f all its benefits. ’

In vain did we of the South ask for some
protection against, or some |imitation of

laid hefore us an authenticated expression o
the inhabitants of that country, who, it is
aprreed, on all hands, have the ultimate right
ol decision upon the subject, that they are
opponed to it. .

And how is it with the South ? Why, 1
think the South, the slaveholding States, if
all these measures pass, will ga'n an ac-
ceptable and satisfactory mode for the re-
clamation «f slaves. As to the territorial
acquisitions, I am bound in eandor to say,
that taking Maryland for example, as one of
the South, Maryland will gain exactly what
Massachusetts I: ses,—that it nothing at all.
[Loud laughter.]

Thus vou hava the opinions of these smi-
nent men on that Compromise, which we are
now told is so favorable tothe South.  Now,
Pt us consult some other of the great lights
rof th- North. 1 read from an article, the
[ autharship of which is generally attributed to

for t & State of New Yok :

“ Fram the borders of Missonri to the
| Pacific Ocean, and from the British dominions
| there on the north, to Mexico on the south,

Wherever there is a State Government, it is

especially ‘mrnh.hih-d, and wherever there 15

| a teriitorial government, it is prohihited by
| the local mznic'pal Mexican law.  Congress

[ amid the most violent Southern effart so to | ““the Whigs,” and some confusion.)  Are
[make it dn,  Congress has nat estahlished | those disunionists whe are for the Constitu-
sdavery south of 36,30, thouel presse] so ta |tion and tn equal rights of the States—wha |

o by the while united South~rn vote.
| Liberty everywhere, in all our Mexican ac-
quisitions, r ally and practica'lv exists.  The
territory for which Southern hlood was shed,
as well as Northern blood ; for which South-
ern treasure was lavished, as well as North-
ern treasure 3 ty which the So:th hal equal
| rights with the North—arLisovas! Why
heap coals of fire on Sonthern heads ? s it
not enough to have the soil free, to have
carried everything before us, without re-
proaching the South more, exasperating it

|uxh1hltinns of courag, heroism, and patriot-
ism, who led the youth of your eountry to
victory on the fields of Monterey, Buena
Vista, Cherubusco and Chepultepec—these,
are now denounced as traitors L_\' the very
men who, during the war, invited the Mexi-
cans to weleome thew with bloody hands
|and hospitable graves—the latter are the
patriots—the formertraitors. [ Loud cheers. ]
Ah ! between such traitors and such patriots
I cannot hesitate, I am with the traitors!
‘| [Long applause—we are with then too !]

But, fellow citizens, I have already de-
tained you too long. (Cries of no! no! Go
on! goon!)

This cry of Union—nf the National Union
party—is a cunningly-devised net, thrown
over us hy our political alversaries, to cateh
(and hold us. It will onlv catch those who
want to beygauehit.,  Oun this question there
can be bt two parties, a Northzrn a-d
Southern party.  What is the Union this
new party wa ts 7 Thc_\' seem to luse siglit
of the Constitution altogethor it s a dead
lettar to them 5 the word is not to ba found
in tieir vocabula y. Unian! Union ! is their
Disunton! disuni n ! their on-
i]y course | Lwillanswer them ; il they mean

[tor it 5 if they mmean a Union out of the Con-
[stitutivn, 1 for ore, am againstit. (Ap-

il has not repe led that Mexican law, even | plause. ) Who are disunioaists 7 (Cry—

abserve the noble principle of asking nothing
[ but what is right, and submitting (o noth-
ling that is wrung.

| They speak of traitors! There hove !,
[ two great tr

our histary—the one an immortality of gl ry, | i
: The tmes, there can be no doult of it.
on: was George Washington, our first great | What s the position of Mr Crav, the South-
leader, who, rather than bend his neck to ern head of this ¢ National Union party,”

the other an immortality ol infamy.

the yoke of despotism, rathier than submit to
oppression, degradation and dishonor,

the Union under the Canstitution, we are all |

en | Constitution, or will they nit resort to their
aitors who are immortalized in ol tneks, and defeat both the Constitution

be- | to see the law continued on the statute book
camea traitor to the British government andl“"] faithfully executed; but in advance, he

a benefactor to the whole human race.
(Loud cheers.) There was no submission in
that glorious traiter. His fame will grow
brighter with the lapse of time, and unborn
generations will hymao hjs praise. The other
greot traitor was Benedict Arnold, who be=
trayed the cause of liberty, bartered his char=
acter for filthy lucre, and descended to poster-
ity accursed of all men. Thus is the same
name applied to widely different characters
and actions,

What shell we do then ? What remedy
have we ? [ A voice, “ resist.”] No—we
have not reached the point where we should
resist. That can only be when all other
remedies are exhausted. Let us be prepared
for resistance, when that necessity comes
upon us. Let us then with bold hearts and
firm resolutions, resist the last sad exigency.
But are there not some remedies and se-
curities which honor, dignity, and a just re-
gard for our rights require us to demand ?
Should we not demand a repeal of the law
abolishing the slave trade in the District o
Columbia, and erase from the statute book,
this surrender of the principle which will
serve as a precedent for future aggressions ?
Unless repealed, what shall we do? [A
vuice, *‘ transport the negroes.”] So say
the abolitionists, transport the negroes !

Bnt who is to reimburse the South for
three millions of slaves? where are the fif-
teen hundred millions of dellars to come from ?
What, too, would become of the people and
of the country from which so large a number
of laborers are subtracted ?

As long as there is a peaceful remedy for
cur grievances, we should abstain from vio-
lent ones. | can only hurriedly sketch such
remedies as have suggested themselves to
my mind. We must first assert that the late
measures of Congress, inflicted wrongs on
the South, which must be redressed. Such
of these measures as may be repealed, you
ought to insist upon being repealed.  Of that
character is the zbolition of the slave trade
in the District of Columbia. Moreover, you
should demand some compensation for past
imjuries and wrongs, and sume security for
the future, some certain guarantee against
continued aggression,—something that can
give you peace and security in the Union!
When you have obtained this justice, then
sing peans to the Unin. 11, however, you
wish to encourage and invite further aggres-
sion, 1f you wish to bring dishonor, disgrace
and ruin on (he Soutn,—to make our lovely
country a Paria in the republic, compnsed of
dependants on the favor of the strong, cnd
suppliants i their rights, then subimit to
these oppressions, and sink to the level of
your slaves, and take their places in the so

cial and politieal scale ! [Loud applause.]
The submissionists ¢laim to be the Na-
tional Union naity.  What are the creel]
and principles of that party, and who are its
prominent andleading mena North and South,
Mr. Cray, the autior of the so called
measures cf Cumpromise, télls us that no
earthly consideration could induce him to
vote to extend slavery into territories now
free, and he then informs us that the territo-
ries acquired from Mexico are fiee by force.
of the Moxican laws—then no ea:thly con-
sideration could induce him to give a vote
giving one inch of these territories to the
South. In what, then, does he difler on
this question, from our most bitter opponents
of the North, In this Seward agrees to all
of Mr. Crvy’s doctrines. They both agree
that no earthly cousideration could induce
them to permit slavery to go (o any part of
these territories, and their only difference is
that Sewarp desires to make assurance
doubly sure by adding the Wilmot Pruviso to
the Mexican law. They agree about the
end to be accomplished, to wit: the exclu-
sion of the South. What does it matter to
the Southern people, if they are to be ex-
cluded from a country acquired by their
blood and treasure, whether exclusion be
effccted by the Wilmot Proviso, or the
Mexican proviso. I have no more respect
for a Mexican than I have for Wilmot—in
fact, no respect for either,

Mer. Cravx is the author of the hill to abol-
ish the slave trade in the District of Colum-
bia. When this measure a few years ago
was offered by a Northern fanatic, it pro-
duced much excitement and a united oppo-
sition in the South; but now, as it comes
from Mr. Cray, it 1s constituted one of the
great pillars of the so called * National
Uunion party. = Mr. Cravy’s bill proposed to
purchase a much larger portion ol slave ter-
ritory from Texas to be converted into
“free-soil,” than Jdid finally receive the
sanction of Congress, and he opposed every
attempt to reduce the quantity thus embraced
in his bill. Is there a fanatic in the North
who does not desire to convert slave into
free territory. Now, as manifested by these
measures, what is the dillerence hetween
Mr. Crax’s sentiments and views, and
thiese of the * Free-soilers” of the North.
These measures are certainly all one-sided
and in favorof the Notth.  They are exclu-
sive, sectional, unequal, unjust, and oppres-

sive. By them, the people of the South are
excluded vnjustly, and I think unconstitu-|
tionally, from any benefit or enjoyment of

a country avquired by the blood of their
sons and their treasure. ey are also ex-
cluded from that sectivn of eountry purchas-d
from Texas, where slaveiy was recognized
and protected Ly the Texas constitution,
They are now forbidden, under pain of a for-
feiture of their slaves, fro.n bringing them to
the District of Columbia, there to be kept
until removed elsewhere for sale. But we
are told that as a full and udeq ate compen-
sution for this concession and sacrifice of
Suvuthern tights, intevests, and honor, we

have obtaiined the passage of a law which
secures to us our constit tonal right of hav-
'Ln;_l_' deliveied up 1o us the slaves who may
escape into the non-slavelulding  States.
This 15 no concession 1o the Southy it is o

right under the Constitution which all the
officers, Fe teral and State, eivil and milita-
ry, are solemnly sworn to suppoit. It is a
melanchioly fact, however, that this provi-
ston ol the Const'tution has, in the North,
heen most shamelully vioiated by the legis-
latorsy, who, in disregnrd of their solemn
onths, have enacted laws to thvart and e-

| the
|

ter now.
gress as of any higher aathority than the |

and the law.  Judging from the sizns of the

But

on this subject. ’Tis true that he desires

Union party,” that if they choose to repeal
this law for the re-capture of fugitive slaves,
still lie and his associates will adhere to and
maintain the Union, which will no doubt
have the effect of encouraging them to re-
peal the law.

This would not be the Union created by the
Coustitution which he and his associates
would support and maintain, but it would be
2 Union ’Luilt upon the ruins of that sacred
instrument of our fathers, for sectional power,
aggrandizement, and emoiument, to the
grul degradation, dishonor, and ruin of the

outh—in other words, it would be a Union
without the Constitution, which, for one, I
could not sanction nor support, and yet, it
would be called *“ the glorious Union.” We
bad better, I think, look to principle, and
cherish, protect, and at all hazards preserve

ro::sible, the equality, rights, liberties, privi-
eges and immunities as citizens, which were
purchased by the sacred blood of our ances-
tors—cemented and guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of the United States, and transmit-
ted as a legacy to us. This is the Union for
which I am willing to fight, and these the
great pillars which I most earnestly uphold
and zealously support. 1 do not, therefore,
listen to the hypocritical cry of Union !—
Union !—glorious Union !—treason !—trai-
tor !

But there are those who never had any
respect for General Jackson, who are now
umrenvu:ing to manufacture political capital
by distorting his views and sentiments, and
we frequently hear them repeating u toast
that he once gave—** The Union—it must
be preserved.” This is a noble and patri-
otic sentiment, and if used in the sense in
which it was given, ought and would receive
the highest respect of every patriot in the
land. What Union did General Jackson,
in this sentiment, mean? Did he not mean
the Union created by the Constitution of the
United States, and the hberty, equality, and
blessings 1t secures to the American people
Can it be believed that he, under any cir-
cumstances, would ever sanction a violation
of that Constitution which he had solemuly
sworn tosupport 7 No—mnever! Norwould
he, under any circumstances, ever support |
any Uunion, or any form of government,
which did not secure to the States and the
people equality of rights, liberty, property,
and the pursuit of h.ppiness. Let the old
chief speak for himself. In his larewell ad-
dress, when speaking on this subject, he
said that,
¢ Motives of philanthropy may be assigned
for this unwarrantable interference, and weak
men may persunde themselves lor a moment
tiat they are laboring in the cause of hu-
manity, and asserting the rights of the hu-
man race j but every one, upon sober re-
floction, will see that nothing but mischief
can come from these improper assaults upon
the feelings ind rights of others. R:st as-
sured that men, faund busy m this work of
discord, are not worthy of your confidence,
and deserve your strongest reprobation.”
“In the legislation of Cungress, also, and in
every measure of the General Government,
justice to every portion of the United States
should be faithfully observed. No free gov-
ernment can stand withoutvirtue in the peo-
ple, and a lofty spirit of patriotism ; and it
the sordid feelings of mere selfi hness shall
usurp the place which ought to be filled by
public spirit, the legislation of Congress will
soon be converted into a scramble for per-
sonal and sectional advantages.”

“t It is true that cases may be imagined
disclosing such a settled purpose of usurpation
and oppression on the part of the Govern-
ment as would justify an appeal to arms.
‘I'hese, however, are extreme cases, which
we have no reason to apprehend in a gov-
ernment where the powes is in the hands of
a patriotic people ; and no citizen who loves
his country would, in any case whatever, re-
sort to forcible resistance, unless he clearly
saw that the time had come when a freeman
should prefer death to submission.”

Why organize a new party 7 Are both
the old political parties profligate and corrupt
and therefore not to be trusted, or have they
shown a want of patriotism 7 \What can the
people of Tennzssee do to preserve the
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action and decision. That s, tbe Uuion

g thus dissolved, re will you go?
wﬂm fall into line—sHoulder your mus-
ket, and side by side with the Aboli-
tionists of the North for the purpose of wtut
Mur Southérn brethren into abject su
ission to the insults, outrages, and wrongs
which it is not necessary here fugther to cha-
racterize and portray. No, fellow citizens !
never would Tennesseeans thus degrade
themselves, and dishonor the graves of their
fathers. What, then, -would you do?—
Would you unite your destinies with the
North, n order that they might continue
their aggressions on you? Would it be
either your interest or peliey to do sof
Where, may 1 inquire, are your markets for
all your surplus products? Where do you
send your pork, herses, mules, grain, &c.?
To the North or to the South? Tell me
when Tennessee has sold one dollar’s worth
of her surplus to a free State? I answer—
Never! On the contrary, some of the free
States compete with you in your own mar-
ket, and that of the other Southern States.
If you :ttached yourselves to the North,
thereby becoming aliens to the Southern
Republic, in sending your surplus to that
section, you would be required by their rev-
enue laws to pay a duty or tax on them, if,
indeed, they would permit you to trade with
them at all. Again—what would become
of the Mississippi river, and your right to
navigate it. I need not, and will not, pro-
secute this inquiry lurther. It is too absurd
to suppose that you would, in such a result,
hesitate a single moment. You would, ol
course, go with the South, and, if fighting
was to be done, you would be fourd where
your fathers were found, in the war of the
revolution—on the side of the oppressed,
battling for equality, honor, liberty, and right,
and there you would find the whole South.
The agricultural in‘erests of the South
have been taxed and oppressed long enough
by congressional legislation, for the unequal
and unjust purpose of enriching the manu-
facturer of the North; it is therefore high
time, that we should foster and encourage
our own citizens, in their agricultural and
manufacturing pursuits over those who have
deprived us of our equality and rigits, by
impasing a duty or tax on all the fabrics and
productions grown or manufactured in the
non-slaveholding States, and thus we would
accomplish several important objects. This
policy il it should preva:l in all the Southern
States, which from present indications 1
think it will, would give to the South-western
States tiie exclusive market in the Southern
States for their flour, pork, grain, horses,
mules, &c., &c., to the exclusion of the non-
slaveho!ding “tates, and it would inevitably
enhance the value ot those articles consider-
ably and at the same time, it would give en-
couragement to our people to engage in
manufacturing as it would cut off in a greal
degree Northern competition in the South-
ein sections of the L nion, or at least it would
give them the advantaga in the market to
the extent of the tax. This s not all the bene-
fits of this system of policy. The revenue
thus raised would go very far to relieve the
people from the onerous taxation now im-
posed on them and lastly, it would teach the
yanky, taat we knew our rights aud were
resolved to maintain them ; and his purse be-
ing neurest his heart, it would bring him to
a sense of justice. There is no section or
State whosz interest and prosperity would
be more promoted by this medsure than
By means of the rail-
roads now being constructed, a cheap and
quick conveyance will be affo ded the peo-
ple for the transportation of all their surplus
prodice into all the Southern States. Will
enncsce, in view of all these advantages,
co-operate with the Southern States in this
benizn, just, and necessary policys or will
she continue to advocate a policy, the effect
of which is to enrich the North at the ex-
pense and depression of the South. If this
policy would not preserve the constitutional
TTnion given us by our fathers, 1 know of
nothing that would, for tlat Union I am a
warm, zealous, and devoted advocate, but il
that sacred instrument is to be trampled un-
der foot and the Union of equals among the
States and their citizens which it creates,

Union 7 She is aninterior State. She has
a less number of slaves than those Southern |
States bordering oathe Atlantic Ocean, and
labor is not so profitable as it is in those
States. Has she threatened to dissolve the |
Union, or shown a want of a proper respect |
anid devotion to the Constitation of the United |
States ¢ If not, why create a new party in |
the State to Le stiled the ** National Union
Party”’?  Have the Whig and Democratic
parties been. broken up and dissolved, or
have they lost their national character, and
become mere sectional parties, and il so, let
us enquire what principle or measure de-
stroyed their nationul organization and char- i
acter and reduced them to mere sectional or
local. parties 2 1id the South encroach upon
the North, or the North upon t:e South, by |
which their organizution has been dissolved, !
and their peace, harmony and good feelings |
broken up and destroyed, so that they can-
not again unite.  How are all these differ-
ences of opinien, bickerings and hitter feel-
ings to be compromised and settle! and ad-
justed, so as to preserve the consistency, the
rights and principles of each szction, in this
so called ** National Union Party”? But
to return to the point—what can Tennessee
do to dissolve or preserve the Union? If
the South are to remaindivided among them-
selves by means of this * National Union
Party,” or by any other means, Northern.
aggressions on Southern rights will not cease,
bat will continue until they consummate their
nefarious priposes.

I the South would unite and resolve to
resist those agoeressions, the North would
desist, the Constitution and Union would be
prese vedd, and the equality, ! onor, interest,
and rights of the Soath would be perma-
nently secured,  Will this Natinnal Un'on
party effect this o ject? Mr, CrLay, the
Southern head of ity is not for resistance,

rostrated, I care not whether it shall have
Eeen superinduced by a fanatical feeling or
from a lust of political power sought nnd ac-
quired by usurpation, and a plain and palpa-
ble violation of the Constitution. The end
and the molive are the sa ne, the nefarious
purpose of degrading, oppressing and ruin-
ing the South. The Union which meets my
sanction and support is that Union which
mives to the people of every section that
equality, liberty, freedom and justice achier-
ed by the blood of our common ancestors in
the war of the revolution and by them secur-
ed to their descendants,in and by theConsti-
tution of the United States; this is the Union
to which 1 owe allegiance and to no other,
It was to secure to you these blessings that
I so strenuously contended at the last ses.
sion of Congress and for nothing mare. ]
did not ask or demand any exelusive privi-
ledge for you, 1 only demanded your equal
rights to enjoy the acquired territories and
which were so invidiously and unjustly de-
nied you, '

In view of all these aggressions, and in
view of the system of policy which it is clear
and manifest the North hias marked out for
their future course, and, as but one course,
in my judgment, can put an end to the cease-
less agitation and agaression, and that is
union and concert of action on the part of
the South, I most carnestly advise you to
that umien and concert of action with vour
Southern friends. Resistance is n>cessary
to check the further progress of aggression
I do not mean that I woull resort to disunion
or secession as the remedy for past ager s-
s ons, but T would say, that other measures
ought to be adopted and tried hefore we
should resort to such extremities—they
should be the last alternative. I would
adopt measures of retalation, by imposing a
tax on Northern fabries and productions, 1

but submis 0n to these aggressions. He,

States with him?

to new aggressions, and the ex reme South |

solve the Union.

against your wishes. What then is to be

therefore, is for the Union, a'though the | policy of the North, which prompts them to
. . nghts of the South, and the Constitution of | impose a high tariff not to raise revenue, but
!I"l':lt_ its execulion, 3".". also ‘by I_Im- judges,| (s United States shonld be di-regarded and [ to enable them to sell their goods in the
Justices, .‘”."l other officers, in (_hsn';::'-r'ilni:i trampled under foot by the Northern  eo- | South at enormous prices, which impoverish
ie provisions of the Constitution, and by | ple.  Can he carry the extreme Southern us and enrich them, but 1 would tax their
giving effect to and enforcing the unconsti-| T not, his policy in pre- |
futiunal enactments. Will they do any !n.-(-f senting to tha North a division in the South | ton with foreign gonds, and thus raise a

Wil they regard the act ol Con- | will but stimulate and encourage t e North | revenu: sufficient to support your State gov-

not fullowing in the lead of Mr. Cravy, will |
prescribe the measure and mode ot thair re- |
sistance, and thus they will secede and dis- | would touch his heart also. This system
In all this, Tennessee | would soon bring the North to a sense of
will have had nothing to dn; she may have | justice ; but so far from this being the poliLy
remonstrated, il you please, against this ex- | of the present administration,-we see Mr.
treme measure of her Southern sisters, but | FiLLmore, the acting President of the
the deed will have been done, and done | United States, having accomplished his free-

woulil not only defeat the protactive tariff

goods, so as to place them in fair comp ti-

ernment, and relieve the people from all other
taxation, In this way you would reach the
interest of the yank=e, and in so doing you

s0il views at the lagt session of Congress,

y the passage of the so-ctlled “61:
:’in ills,” secks now to convert the

men of the South into slaves for the Abo-
litionists of the North, by recommending
the imposition of a tariff or tax on
the Southern people, not to raise a revenue
to meet the exigencies of the Government,
but to enrich the manufacturer of the North,
In plain English, he desires to take the pro-
ceeds of the labor of the Southern man, and
give it to the capitalist of the North,

I have not yet poticed the Northern head
of the * National Union party.” [ om uu-
able to say whether it is WessTen or Cass,
or some other ~uch man, but be he who he
may, it is quite certain that he would not be
more Southern than the Soythern head of
the same pn.r:r.

We are told that the President will see
that the Fugitive slave law is faithfully
executed—this he has not yet donme. But
how can he, or will he enforce this law ? To
do so, he must keep in all the free States a
sufficient number of troops to suppress and
put down the lawless mobs and insurrec-
tions which are so frequently raised to resist
and defea! the exccution of this law. 1f
the enforcement of laws require a standing
army, how dis.ant are we from a mil tary
despotism ? It is true the resistance to that
law is offered mainly by the depraved aid
profligate, but they are jed by those of the
highest position, and are oppused by whom ?
Let the history of recent cases answer,
These are the brethren to whom we are re-
quired so closely to adhere; but who, thern
is reason to believe, are in the pay of the
British, whose policy and object it is to dis-
tract and divide the American people, anid
finally to overthrow our Government® Thus
the alternative is submitted to the South—-
either to submit to British dictation ard cor -
trol, through their instruments in the North,
or to resist the oppression, and to maiu-
tain their rights and liberties. That you
may see [ am not mistaken, I give you the
following evidence, contained in a statement
which astounded me very much when [
heard it'made hy the distinguished senato-
from South Carolina, (Mr. Caruovs.) [
use it for th* purpose of showing the connec-
tion of this party of Abolitionists with for-
eign power. He said:

* Now, sir, I come to Texas. Perhaps no
gentieman had more to do with the acquisi-
tion of Texas than myself; and [ aver that
I would have been among the very last in-
dividuals in the United States to have made
any movement at that time toward the ac-

if I know myseif, I was incapable of acquir-
ing any territory simply on the ground that
it was to be slave territory. No, «ir, a very
different motive actuated me. I knew at a
very early period, that the British Govern-
ment had given eneouragement to the Abo-
litivnists who were represented in the World’s
Convention. The question of abolition was
agitated in that convention ; and one gentle-
man stated that Mr. Alams informed him
that, if the «B.itish Goverpment chose to
abolish slavery in the United States, they
mnust commence at Texas. A committee
from this World’s Convention was sent to
the Secretary of State. It so happened that
this very gentleman was present when the
intercourse took place between Lord Aber-
deen and that committee, and he gave him
a full uccount of it shortly after that occur-
rence, stating that Lord Aberdeen fell into
the project to give encouragement to the
Abolitionists.””

If the Union sheuld be dissolved, what
will be its effzct upon the various States ?
The South are bound and umted together
by, an indissoluble bond—the institution of
slavery—they have a unity of interest, of
feeling, and of sympathy, that nothing could
rend asunder—they produce sugar, cotton,
tobacco, hemp and rice; in a word, they
produce all thestaple commodities which regu-
late and control the trade and exchanges be-
tween this country and foreign nations. We
are told that a dissolution will produce eivil
warj this is not an argument addressed to
our reason and understanding, but to our
timidity or fears, and may therefore bLe
termed the ** raw-head and bloady bones”
argument, which can have no elfect upon

revolutionary sires.  But the argpument it-
self is false. If disunion should come, the
free States have nothing to bind them to-
gether, and they wou'd probably form us
many separate repiblics as there are now
States. They would not, and could n-t
unite in the unholy atlempt to whip the
South into submission. No republican form
of government can be held together by the
sword and bayonet. This can only be dune
by monarchs. No free American can ever
submit to become the abject slave of tiyanny
and oppression, come from what quarter it
may. No, fellow-citizaps, the proud and
lofty spirit of '76 will rekindle itself in the
hearts of the worthy descendants of their
revolutionary sires, and by their stout hearts
and strong arms, they will indignantly and
resolutely repel and resist any and every at-
tempt to rivet the yoke of oppression upon
their necks. But it 18 not my purpose ut
present to discuss the effects of a dissolution
of the Union. If that said event ever should
come, I will not anticipate it; sufficient for
the day is the evil thereof,

If the compromise bills hal not passed,

the Union would have been in no Hnrrgm-.
It was the passage of these bills that alienated
the hearts and affections of so many worthy
and patriotic men of the South. 1 labored
to prevent this melancholy event and to pre-
serve and perpetuate the Union in the heaats
and affections of the people. The only pos-
sible mode, in my judgment ot giving it sta-
bility and perpetuity.
I am censured by some for my course in
the Senate of the United States during the
last session of Congress upon the slavery
question, and I shall content mysell there-
fore by discussing only such questions as
may seem to effect my integrity of purpose,
consistency or patriotic motives.

Will the North execute in good faith the
so called “Compromise’ ? They have ob-
tained the whole of the territory acquired
from Mexico to Free-soilism. They have
acquired enough of slave territory trom Texas
ta make two more free States,and they hava
abolished the slave trade in the District of
Columbia. All these are concessions to Lhe
North. Having obtained all th's, will they
now act as American citizens and abide by
the plain letter of the Constitution of the
United States and the laws p ssed in pursu-
ance thereof, or will they in violation of both
continue their interminabl. agitation anl
warfare unnn the institutions of the South ?
Will they execute, in good faith, the Fugi-
tive slave law ? 1 did not before the passage
of these measurzs, nor do I now, beleve, wa
are to hive peace’and quiet; on the contrary

1 fear the passage of these measures will ‘in

quisition of Texas; and I go further and say, .

the worthy and legitimcte descenlant of our |



